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{ 35 DAYS AFTER COLLAPSE OF ITS KEY PORTION }

Bhagalpur bridge opens to traf

Adltya Nath Jha
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PURNEA : After 35 days, light
vehicular traffic was restored
on the Vikramshila Setu in Bha-
galpur on Sunday with minister
for road construction Kumar
Shailendra crossing it first in his
official vehicle.

A 33-meter portion of the
bridge over the Ganga had col-
lapsed on May 4 and had been
unusable since then.

Vikramshila Setu is 6th long-
est bridge over water in India.
The 4.4 km long two lane bridge
serves as a link between NH 33
and NH 3L

Expressing satisfaction over
the early completion of the
bridge’s repair and its return to
operation, the RCD minister
thanked everyone who worked
day and night since May 16 to
restore the bridge for regulated
traffic.

“The promise made by us
that it will be repaired and oper-

ational within the deadline has
been fulfilled.

The also thanked Union
defence minister Rajnath Singh
and the Border Road Organisa-
tion (BRO) for making the
speedy repair of the bridge pos-

~
inister for road construction Kumar Shailendra along with personnel of! lhe Border Road
Organisation walk on the repaired portion of the Vikramshila Setu in Bhagalpur on Sunday. HTPHOTO

sible.

Following the May 4 collapse,
the BRO successfully con-
structed a temporary Bailey
bridge over the damaged sec-
tion, allowing regulated move-
ment for two-wheelers, four-

wheelers and light motor vehi-
cles to cross.

Officials said, “It will bring
much relief to a large number of
people,” adding, “Traffic opened
on Sunday following a success-
ful safety trial and load test.”

i

Officials said that a daily one-
hour block would be enforced
everyday at night for mainte-
nance and drone monitoring
would be monitored to track
structural integrity.

Bhagalpur district magistrate
(DM) Nawal Kishor Choudhary
and senior superintendent of
police (SSP) Pramod Kumar
Yadav expressed confidence
that the bridge would ease
transportation difficulties.

They said that strict traffic
regulations would be strictly
enforced.

Chief minister (CM) Samrat
Choudhary, who visited the site
on May 31, had assured that the
bridge would be fully restored
by November 30 this year.

On May 4, more than 33
metres of the RCC structure of
Vikramshila Setu near pillar
number 3, between the P2 and
P3 spans had collapsed disrupt-
ing road connectivity between
Bhagalpur and the Kosi- Seem-
anchal region of north Bihar.

2 YOUTHS DROWN
IN RIVER WHILE
SHOOTING REELS

RSS chief on 3-day Bihar visit

Press Trust of India

Sandeep Bhaskar
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

BETTIAH: Two youths drowned
while shooting reels for social
media on the bank of Gandak
river in Amawa Majhar village
under Mufassil police station
area of Bettiah in West Cham-
paran on Sunday, police said.

According to police, the vic-
tims went to the river bank along
with their friends when the inci-
dent took place. Their friends
raised an alarm but by the time
help arrived, the duo died. Their
bodies were later fished out.

Mufassil SHO Samarat Singh
said, “Prima facie, it appears that
the duolost balance and fell into
the river. They were swept away
by the strong currents of Gan-
dak. We have informed their
families.”

Bettiah SDPO Ajit Kumar said,
“Dharm Kumar (24) and Karan
Kumar (26), both residents of
Baritola village, were pursuing
graduation from a local college.
Their bodies have been sent for
post-mortem.”

PATNA: Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan Bhag-
wat arrived in Patna on Sunday
on a three-day visit to Bihar.

The RSS ‘Sarsanghchalak’,
who reached Jayaprakash Nar-
ayan International Airport here,
will leave for Munger, where he
will stay for three days till June
9, sources said.

Bihar chief minister Samrat
Choudhary received Bhagwat at
the Jayaprakash Narayan Inter-
national Airport here.

Tight security arrangements
were in place in view of Bhag-
wat’s visit to Munger.

According to sources in the
RSS, Bhagwat's three-day stay is
considered important from an
organisational point of view.

“During his stay in Munger,
he will guide the volunteers and
participate in the ‘Sangh Shik-
sha Varg’ and attend various
training sessions. The event will
take place at the Saraswati
Vidya Mandir premises in
Puraniganj, Munger,” sources
said.

RSS chiefMohan Bhagwat with CM Samrat C]
Jaiprakash Narayan Airport in Patna on Sunday.

Amid the tight security
arrangements, there is tremen-
dous enthusiasm among local
volunteers about the arrival of
the RSS chief, they said.

Around 700 volunteers are
currently participating in three

44-YR-OLD ITBP S|
FOUND DEAD NEAR
HOSPITAL IN PATNA

Mukesh Kumar Mishra
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PATNA : A 44-year-old Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police (ITBP) sub-
inspector died allegedly after
falling from the roof of a private
hospital in Patna’s Digha area on
Sunday, police said, adding Vijay
Singh was undergoing treatment
there for the past two days.

The incident came to light at

4 varsities roll back PhD admission
process after governor’s directive

Arun Kumar
arunkr@hindustantimes.com

PATNA : Following the directive
from the Chancellor’s secretar-
iat, several state universities
have responded promptly to
cancel their notifications for
Ph.D. Admission Tests (PAT)
for the academic sessions 2024
and 2025.

While this is midway
through 2026, the state univer-
sities were already late and
were yet to complete their own
admission process for even
2024 and 2025.

However, some universities.
have taken the exams and they,
too, would have to scrap the
process, while those who have
started the course work for
2015 session would continue
with it, said a senior official.

Bihar Governor Lt Gen (Rtd)
Syed Ata Hasnain has asked the

universities to mandatorily
adopt score of UGC-NET/CSIR,
held twice every year at the
national level, as the basis for
admission to Ph.D pro-
grammes.

Munger University, Purnea
University TM Bhagalpur Uni-
versity and Magadh Universi-
ties have already issued notifi-
cations for cancelling PAT,
while others are in the process.

They have also notified that
the universities would make
arrangement for refund of
application fee.

The Governor’s move to
clean up the process of award-
ing Ph.D degrees, which has
been mired by controversies in
the past due to alleged arbitrar-
iness and violation of pre-
scribed norms, has evoked pos-
itive response.

The move is significant as in
Bihar Ph.Ds are produced in

large numbers, but they are
rarely uploaded on the Shodh-
ganga repository within 30
days of the successful comple-
tion of the evaluation process
and there is a question mark
over their quality.

“Universities which have
already completed admissions
to Ph.D. programmes through
PAT(2024/2025) may continue
to run such programmes, with-
out disturbing the admitted
batches. However, those Uni-
versities which have already
issued advertisements for Ph.D.
admission through PAT but
have not yet conducted the
examination, or are in the proc-
ess of initiating such admis-
sions, are directed to immedi-
ately roll back such advertise-
ments and revoke the ongoing
process and refund the applica-
tion fee, " said the Lok Bhawan
letter.
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around 12.30 pm after p
found him lying on the ground.
Soon, locals and hospital staff
informed the police. A team
from Digha police station
reached the spot, sent the body
for autopsy and started a probe.

Singh, a resident of Bharatpur
in Rajasthan was serving as a

y
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ongoing training classes in
Munger. The purpose of the
training is to develop organisa-
tional capacity, strengthen lead-
ership skills, and prepare work-
ers to play an active role in
social life, sources said.

tor in
cations wing of ITBP and was
posted in Jalalpur in Saran.

SI Sujit Kumar said, “We came
to know an ITBP sub-inspector
died after falling from the roof of
the hospital. He was undergoing
treatment at Asian Hospital. An
FSL team has been deployed at
the spot. Probe is on.”
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GUJARAT URJA VIKAS NIGAM LIMITED

CIN U40109GJ2004SGC045195

1SO 9001:2015 Certified Company

dyut Bhavan, Racecourse, Vadodara 390007
0265) 2310582-86, www.guvnl.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

GUVNL, a Govt. of Gujarat Undertaking hereby invites e-tender for purchase of 1000~
1200 MW peak period Power for the period from 16th July 2026 to 31st March 2027

as per Ministry of Power (MoP), Govt. of India Guidelines dated 30.03.2016 read with
amendment to the guideline notified on 21.02.2022. RFP is available at
www.mstcecommerce.com from 08.06.2026. Bid has to be submitted online
through DEEP Portal of MoP. All terms and conditions shall be as per RFP.

General Manager (Power Trading)

For more details
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Amoney muleisa
person who transfers or
moves illegally acquired

money on behalf of
someone else.
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Your Bank Account = Your Money

1 Neverletanyone [ Allowing others to receive or Never share your
use your bank account forward money through your bank details, OTPs, or
for transferring money. bank account can land youinjail. ~ passwords with anyone.

Easy money is never
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